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FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER. 


SKETCHES NO. XVI. 
Judee not thut ye be not judged. 
att. vii 1. 

To this general precept, given by our 
Saviour, against judging our brethren, 
it is evident, both from reason and 
from other scriptures, that there must 
be many and important exceptions—and 
that our Saviour does not by it mean to 
prohibit every species of judging of our 
neighbour,—For, the words and actions 
of state criminals against the laws of 
their country, and peace and welfare of 
civil society, may and ought to be 
judged, condemned and properly pun- 
ished by the civil magistrate, whom 
God hath set apart for that purpose.* 

The words and actions of ‘Christian 
professors, as members of Christian so- 

cieties, against the laws of Christ, and 
the duties of their Christian calling, 
may and ought to be judged, censured 
and condemned by the pastor and other 
Officers in such societies, who are au- 
thorized by the scriptures to this ousi- 
Nness.j 

It is so far from being a sin, that it 
is an eminent proof and branch of love 
and Christian charity, to fear for our 
brethren, and to be jealous over them, 
with a Godly jealousy, lest they should 
be overtaken by the temptations which 
surround them, and to warn and ad- 
monish them against their danger ;— 
also to judge and condemn them for 
things pl/ain/y erroneous in their prin- 
ciples, or immoral in their conduct, and 
in tenderness and love, to reprove and 
rebuke them. 

We may—we must, being directed 
and commanded to, judge of men by 
their words, actions and deportment ; 
indeed it is next to impossible for us 
not to exercise our judgment in some 
manner or other, concerning every ac- 
tion we see and attend to ;—without 
the exercise of this faculty of judging, 

* Rom. xiii. 1—8. 


¥ 1 Cor, v. 11,12. Heb. xiii. 17. 


we should have no rule in our transac- 
tions with mankind, but often be una- 
voidably exposed to the greatest in- 
juries. 

Consequently, when our neighbour 
gives clear proof of his wickedness, by 
a continued series of wicked words and 
actions, and by a manifest disinclina- 
tion to that which is good, we have a 
right to judge of the tree by the quality 
of its fruit, and to condemn such a one 
as a bad man; yet not pretending to in- 
terfere with his future state—tfor he is 
still in the hands of a merciful God, 
who in his own good time, is able and 
willing to give tu him repentance, and 
to turn his heart from sin to righteous- 
Ness. 

The kind of judging, therefore, here 
forbidden by our Saviour, must be 
rash, censorious, ignorant, uncharitable 
judging ; a judging not so much of 
men’s actions, as of their opinions, de- 
sires and intentions ; and may be con- 
fined to the following particulars, 

1. Pragmatically judging, deciding 
and determining in matters above our 
reach and comprehension, and where 
we can have no evidence of the truth, 
which is the only foundation of a cor- 
rect Judgment; such, aS ignorant men 
censuting learned and scientific opin- 
ions—or our taking upon us to judge 
of the thoughts and designs of men’s 
he: atts 

Severe censuring and judging of 
othe ‘rs, for things in their own nature 
indifferent. Pretending that to be wrong 
in men, which we cannot prove to be so; 
requiring that in them which God hath 
not required, forbidding that to them 
which God hath not forbidden; and 
condemning them for not doing, belicv- 
ing, or forbearing such things. 

3. Blind and rash judging of our 
neighbours, without plain and satisfac- 
tory conviction of their guilt. A dis- 
position to censure and pass judgment 
against others, before we know the 
crimes of which they are guilty—Sus- 
pecting them of evil principles, evil 





designs, and evil practices, and raising 





these suspicions into accusations against 
them, before full evidence, or any evi- 
dence at all appears, whereon to ground 
these suspicions. This is censorious- 
ness and rash judging indeed, incon- 
sistent with brotherly love, or with 
equity, 

4. Taking up an evil report against 
our neighbour upon mere common 
fame, and joining with the censorious 
and malevolent world in the clamour 
against him, before a particular and 
candid inquiry into the truth of the.al- 
legation. This proves that we have 
no Christian love for our neighbour— 
no tenderness for his good name; but 
that we delight in scandal, and are 
evilly disposed to our Christian brother, 

5. Cruelly and unmercifully making 
the very worst of our neighbour’s con- 
duct, without making proper allow- 
ances for the temptations he lay under, 
and the disadvantageous circumstances 
in which these temptations may have. 
assailed him. These, though they can 
never justify, often greatly alleviate the 
guilt of the actions. We should cone 
sider too, that under similar circum- 
stances, in all probability, we also would 
have been guilty of similar transgres- 
sions, 

6. Prejudice and partiality in judging 
of others ; which includes a number of 
cases; all evil surmising and ground. 
less suspition and jealousy—putting 
the worst construction on men’s actions 
when they will fairly bear a better. 
Taking upon us to judge of men’s 
thoughts and principles, when there is 
nothing reproachful in their actions. 
Judging that men’s spiritual state and 
condition is evil, upon reasons which 
God’s word does not clearly justify. 
Reprobating a character altogether, 
when there may be many goed and 
praise-worthy traits init. Condemning 
whole nations or religious sects because 
they differ in manners or in opinion from 
ourselves, when at the same time there 
may be many excellent persons found 
among them. Imputing to men opine 
ions and conclusions, which they do not 
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hold nor allow, in order to expose them 
to hatred and contempt. To interpret 
calamities which befal people, as judg e- 
ments from God for things in them 
which we dislike and are pleased to call 
sinful; or, for some supposed injuries 
or opposition to us, or to our friends. 
To be backward to admit fair tokens 
and proofs of repentance for real inju- 
ries done us; and to be unforgiven and 
irreconcilable, and rashly to give up 
all hopes of sinners, and all endeavors 
for their good. Topublish the real faults 
of others without occasidn, or without a 
really good and warrantable design ; and 
much more to do it wantonly and mali- 
ciously—To slander whole families, na- 
tions, sects, parties of men, for faults 
done by one or a few of them, which 
the others could not prevent, and of 
which they do not approve. Such cen- 
soriousness—such rash and uncharit- 
able judging is iniquitous in itself. It 
is contrary to the golden rule “ what ye 
would that others should do unto you, 
do ye even so unto them.” It is odious 
to God, being the very reverse of that 
charity which he has established as the 
rule and principle of all our actions--- 
of all our transactions with our fellow 
men. It is so hateful to men, that cen- 
Sorious perons are generally paid in 
their own coin, and their own actions 
are the more strictly scanned, and, se- 
verely censured. ‘“ For with what 
judgement ye judge, ye shall be judged ; 
and with what measure ye mete ; it 
shall be measured unto you again.’’* 
It is a great abuse of our time, and 
misuse of our talents, to turn our 
thoughts and judgment uncharitably on 
the actions and affairs of others, while 
we have all of us, so much need to 


study, judge, and condemn ourselves.} 
* *& * 


* Matth. vii. 1. +1 Cor. xi. 31. 


The Influence of the Christian Religion 
upon the Female Character, 

In perusing the history of mankind 
we haye successively seen women, 
among the Patriarchs reduced to the 
simple employment of the mother of a 
family ; among the Egyptians, treated 
with more consideration, and regarded 
as the saurces of happiness : in Greece, 
sometimes totally neglectedy as in 
Athens ; sometimes, as among the La- 
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cedemonians, exposed to the licentious 
eyes of the men, and, at the same time, 
the victims of a cold and criminal phi- 
losophy, which, by misplacing, degra- 
dedthem. They held a more respecta- 
ble situation in Rome, in the first stages 
of the republic ; but soon afterwards 
abandoned to all its dissoluteness, and 
all its dangers, they were seen to follow 
the Roman empire in its decline, to par- 
take of its corruption, and involve them- 
selves inits ruin. Such was the gradual 
progress of the manners and the condi- 
tions of women so far back as the reign 
of Tiberius. 

At length Christianity arose : it came 
to offer to mankind a sate system of 
morals, of present and of future happi- 
ness ; it proposed to them, as their 
glory, a reconciliation to the Supreme 
Being 3 as an end, in adopting it, sweet 
consolations On the earth, and, an cter- 
nal rest in heaven, hereatter. 

Until that time women, unsettled in 
their desires, and subdued even in their 
thoughts, unacquainted with any.other 
light than the transient glimmerinys of 
pleasure, waited without hope.—Having 
become Christians, they subdued their 
passions and cultivated their reason ; 
and warmed by a pure and vivid flame, 
they elevated theniselves to the divine 
love, and tasted that anticipated happi- 
ness which faith inspires in our breasts 
even in the midst of adversity. 

It is in these tender minds, above all 
others, that the law of Christ exercises 
all its influence. They were, in fact, 
the first to embrace these religious doc- 
trines, which corresponding to all the 
secret movements of their hearts, to 
their natural fondness for pity, tor love, 
and for devotion, proposed to them en- 
gaging occupations, and enjoyments 
without remorse. It is difficult to de- 
lineate the amazing revolution which 
this period effected. 

Christianity, severe in its principles, 
but proffering forgivencss, substituted | 
the reign of the mind for that of the 
passions. If politics and philosophy 
altogether related to the interests of 
society, the new legislation made this 
world appear as an empty shadow, 
from which every thing ought to alle- 
nate us ; and the world to come, as the 
only object which should occupy our 


came more modest, lamented the want 
of chastity, imposed sacrifices upon 
their passions and inclinations, and 
humbled themselves in order to be ele- 
vated, Crimes diminished, from the 
necessity and the obligation they were 
under of impeaching themselves, Every 
one was desirous of a restraint, and re- 
garded the limits of his desires and his 
passions ; duties became pleasures ; all 
the wise institutions which had fallen 
into decay were restored ; vows were 
pronounced ; indissoluble bonds were 
formed ; and marriage, which betore 
had been only an unstable union by the 
simple agreement of the parties, became 
a sacred tie, selemnized and consecra- 
ted at the altar, and protected by the 
laws. A simple and pure morality of- 
tered itself as a support to the unfortu- 
oute, and a safeguard to the weak and 
the innocent. Extinguishing hatred— 
forbidding revenge, and commanding 
universal love. Peace appeared to de- 
scend on the earth, to invite the human 
race to love and support her ; and Reli- 
gian, by tending to unite together the 
minds of ail mankind, formed one ime 
mé&se chain, which reached even to 
the throne of Deity. 

Every thing in this new worship 
served to render it agreeable to women, 
[t not only re-established a more equal 
balance between them and us, but car- 
responded, in some measure, to that 
inclination, always prevailing among 
them, to bring others into pleasing sub- 
jection; and to exercise their power, 
Co convert is also a species of seduc- 
tion ; and the Christian women have, on 
this account, been seen to give them- 
selves up to it with more ardour than 
the men. England, France, part of 
Germany, Bavaria, Hungary, Bohemia, 
Lithuania, Poland, Russia, and, during 
some time, Persia, received the gospel 
from the hands of beauty, and thousands 
of proselytes were the happy fruits of 
its charms and its grace, 

This sensi ility, so natural to women, 
(a sensibility which love converts into 
a passion) was soon transformed by ree 
ligion into a mild and consolatory pity. 
A desire of promoting the happiness of 
others, and of cheering the unfortunate, 
imparted to their minds an high degree 
of warmth and ardour. Sacred asylums 





thoughts, and directour hopes. Every | 
thing was purified. Disgrace attached 
itself to licentiousness. 


of misfortune were established, patroni- 
zed, and superintended by them. Weak- 


Women be-;ness and commiseration triumpicd, 
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from the disgust with which horrid 
spectacles of distress must have filled 
them, The sickand the afflicted were 
taken care of—their lamentations re- 
spected ; and the tears which yet trickled 
down their checks, were received into 
sympathising bosoms. We at length 
behold women, those precious orna- 
ments of the earth, becoming the refuge 
of the unfortunate, and the resources of 
the indigent. Persecution likewise, 
which so severely tried the first Chris- 
tians, afforded: women an opportunity 
of unfolding their virtues. 

The Christian Religion, calm and 
efficient, had softened their hearts ; but 
when they were oppressed, itiventencd, 
and proscribed, it animated their cour- 
age, and elevated their sentiments ; car- 
ried away by a holy enthusiasm, those 
very women who but lately rivalled the 
lustre of their charms by the splendour 
of their dress, and who shrunk from 
danger from an innate sense of their 
weakness, now covered with sack-cloth, 
neglect their attractions, and forgetting 
the feebleness of their sex, brave death, 
andevencourtit. Letus not be astonish- 
edat this amazing fortitude. The wor- 
ship which they defended with so much 
zeal, protected their weakness. A se- 
ries. of new ideas and principles of con- 
duct was established by it; and another 
constitution of secicty offered itself to 
their notice, i which they were able to 
acquire a rank more respectable than 
they held before, and totally indepen- 
dent of the men. In one word, chris. 
tianity arouse and woman passed trom 
slavery into freedon. 4 








—_—_——eeeeeeee 
Christian Messen; 


ee ne ore a 


ser. 





Philadelphia, Saturday, July 21, 1&2 








To THe Patrons OF THE CHRISTIAN 
MESSENGER. 

One number more completes the se- 

cond volume of the Christtan Messen- 

ger, which, believing it will be swtisfac- 


tory to our subscribers, we shail appro- | 


priate to the contents of the work, and 
Title Page. 

We feehvery grateful for the general 
encouragement this work has received, 
and the assistance we have had from 
various sources, whieh have conty buted 
to fill its columns with usetul and i: 


structive matter, Lhe CiECULation, huw- Fes 
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ever, having been very inconsiderable, 
except in the city, the number of our 
subscribers are still too limited to de- 
fray the expences of the work. Yet, 
we are not disheartened, and are de- 
termined to continue cither this, or a 
similar publication, while it shall be 
thought to be so necessary as it is at 
present. [tis the only vehicle through 
which we can disseminate our senti- 
ments, and the only publication that is 
open to free discussion on religious sub- 
jects in this city ; and, as far as we know, 
in this state. The deficiency of the 
subscribers to defray the expences of 
the Messenger for the past year, has 
been just about the ‘same as the year 
preceding, but the Proprietors being 
twice the number, it will not fall so 
heavy on individuals. In addition to 
this, the church in Lombard street have 
obligingly granted us the privilege of 
taking up a collect:on on Sunday even- 
ing of the 22d instant, (to-morrow even- 
ing,) to assist the proprietors in defray- 
ing the expences of the current year. 
It is also proposed, that in future this 
work shall be printed in the form of an 
uctavo pamphlet, and pubijished month- 
ly ; each number to contain 32 pages ; 
which, perhaps, will admit of eahanc- 
ing the price a little to subscribers. 

The proprietors neither wish nor ex- 
pect to make money to themselves by 
this work ; their sole object is the dis- 
semination of light to those who are in 
moral and spiritual darkness; and the 
promulgation of the truth, as, accord- 
ing to scripture, it is in Jesus. 

Our opponents are many, and are 
supported by all the influence of pride, 
prejudice and popularity ; we, as yet, 
are comparatively few ; though we have 
the satisfaction to know, and for which 
we have reason to be grateful to our 
heavenly Father, that our number is 
fast increasing. And as far as the doc- 
trine extends, with it go hand in hand, 
the real principles of social order, 
brotherly love and affection. 

Brethren in the faith, and all others 
of candour and liberality, or who are 
‘in favour of free enquiry, it remains 
with vou whether such a periodical 
work as the Christian Messenger has 
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be rh or such as our future numbers are 
leont: inplated to be,. shall be continued 
The proprietors will spare no 


I Wr not, 
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tainly something is due to so laudable an 
undertaking, to make the work as use- 
ful and as acceptable as possible ; and all 
that they ask, is, that the frinds of libe- 
rality should so far second their views, 
as not to make it fall too heavily on a 
few individuals. Believing that their 
views will be properly met, and that 
their ardent, and as they believe, pious 
endeavours will be duly appreciated, 
they take leave of the present volume. 


Subscribers, particularly those at a 
distance, will please to forward the mo- 
ney due for their subscription of the 
present year, 


= 
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It is good to reason on religious 
things. It depends upon the truth of 
them, said my uncle, for reason is only 
opposed to error, and truc religion has 
nothing to fear from it. Now, my un- 
cle has a curious method somehow or 
other in expressing an opinion, that al- 
ways speaks conviction, and FI was about 
to think him right, when I recollected an 
objection, Do not, said I, the contro- 
versies on religion sometimes make 
sceptics, and would it not be better to 
leave off discussion? I own it; but to 
leave off reason on that account, would 
be to act like the honest Hibernian who 
slept with one feather under his head, 
and determined never to lie on a feather 
bed, for if one was so uncomfortable, 
he would not like to try more. My 
uncle, has always a queer way of ex- 
pressing his sentiments, which, when 
you become better acquainted with him, 
will be pardoned; I felt the shot, but 
determining not to be toiled, continued— 
When we exercise our reason on religion, 
and reflect on the murders it has caused 
—that scarce a page of its history is 
tree trom blood—that nations on its ace 
count have commenced and carried on 
destructive wars: the heart sickens at 
the scene, and reason calls out to aban- 
don it for ever. My uncle put his 
hands on his cane at this; he looked 
cunning, and observed—Change the 
word commerce tor religion, and add to 
your abuse human traffic; let the iron 
chain of slavery gall the soul of man 
your fellow, and will you abandon it on 
the grounds of reason; No, that God 


‘who is. worshipped with an lLastern 
onsistently devote, and cer idolatry, .for whose sake children are 
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made to pass through the fire, has his 
religion written on the hearts of thou- 
sands, and few remain who have not 
bowed the knee to the Baal of the 
Christians—His votaries always find a 
d reason to worship him. Do you 
understand me? I gave up.— Why is 
not reason then more exercised in re- 
ligion ? said I—Because there is little of 
it. We find, to be sure, some in our 
day, as there were in those of'the apos+ 
thes, who “ search the scriptures,” but 
we find a great multitude, who make 
shrine making a trade,.and whose in- 
terest they suppose, consists in prevent- 
ing the vulgar from examining, lest 
they should not believe in the mysteries 
of the goddess Diana, of the moderns, 
and thus ruin a moncy making scheme 
of these laughers behind the curtain. 
Do you not recollect that the bible is 
‘the rule of life, that learned men have 
translated it, and that. itis perfectly cor- 
rect and plain? It is the rule of life, 
but there is as much necessity of un- 
derstanding it, as there is of a measurer 
understanding his rule; for however 
perfect the rule, if man does not know 
its application, it will be useless to him. 
As to its correct translation, I doubt it; 
and only let christians defend the cor- 
rectness of every translation, and they 
will soon have all sensible men out of 
their list. I thought my uncle went a 
little tow far, and to lead him different, 
remarked, Well, it is quite possible that 
there is none can cast the first stone, if 
there is crime in inquiry ; tor the Cal- 
vinist derives his appellation from one 
who dared to investigate the passages 
of scripture used by the then religion- 
ists of the day, who feared not to-make 
war on the long received prejudices of 
the Christian world. 

Luther was of the same spirit, and if 
all the zyms in the world were assem- 
bled, none could be found to condemn 
religious investigation, with any con- 
sistency, for they all owe their existence 
to the very same cause—reason., Aye, 
says my uncle, but each reformer gene- 
rally went but one step in the business, 
and if he found another man wishing 
to go further, he cried out, Stop, you 
are going too far, Christianity will be 
lost. And in our day the disciples of 
these reformers, if they find one man 
disposed to inquire farther, however 
they quarrel amorig themselves, they all 
agree in one point, to use every means, 


lished journals, have written about faith, 








THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGER, 


& . 

honorable or not, to-stop him, except 
where restrained by government. _ 

Religion is a subject of so much in- 
terest to my uncle, that I did not won- 
der at the warmth of his zeal.—lI in- 
terrupted him: I wonder they oppose 
an inquirer; surely the field of religion 
is extensive ; not created for a single 
people, it is open to all, and is the pro- 
perty of all r- sonable beings in all 
ages; notaf er on its boundless sur- 
face, but yields some sweet to the tra- 
veller, or exhales an heavenly odour ; 
Yet strange is man, he fears he will be 
lost in explaining it, and prefers plod- 
ding through the murky shades of doubt 
and uncertainty, to basking in the sun- 
beams of joy, reflected from its shining 
pages. » You’re mistaken ; they know 
nothing of the field you describe—they 
read as little, and understand the Bible 
less than the Koran; they have manu- 
factured creeds : edited catechisms, pub- 


told lies from the grave, and gone from 
one fancied point to another, until they 
have reached point-no-point, and capped 
the whole with a wooden scripture,.— 
But uncle, their creeds are worm eaten, 
and they begin to abandon them—the 
falsehood about the grave, has been ex- 
posed—and the wooden bible not being 
fire proof has fallen ; therefore be easy 
on them, 

Joshua, said my. uncle, lam nottalk- 
ing against the people, but their lead- 
ers, and these latter certainly deserve 
censure. In general, the larger the sa- 
lary, the louder the call, and they can 
either be more useful, or the place will 
better agree withithe health of their fa- 
mily ; or indeed any other excuse.— 
But, uncle, they are industrious, to sup- 
press the truth, and avoid investigation. 
A few months ago, a Jew published 
* Israel Vindicated,” and lo, Pharaoh 
and his host trembled ; so badly put to- 
gether dre their systems, that they fear 
least.the Israelite should: return Chris- 
tian kindness, by dissipating their web 
of mystical absurdity. 

Why, don’t you answer him ? 

Because in many points I agree with 
him, and because it is not my place or 
business to answer him or others, at pre- 
sent—I am no priest, 

What do you think of the Missionary 
establishments ? 

On one account highly, as they rid 
the community of many indolent men, 





who would not command a permane: 
congregation here, aud ‘probably do ro 
there, but still get their salaries 
writing plausible letterse Yet such t 
been the: rage for crusading, that, 
preach superstition to the Hindoos, th 
have neglected the morals of the you 
of this place, to an alarming degree ; 
yet I forgot that morality was filt 
rags in the eyes of the reverends. 
Uncle, I remember when yon thous 
different from this; now you dor 
agree with your preacher in all thing 
At this my uncle shook his head, wisk 
me to call and see him, and walked 
Peale’s museum. He isa strange m 
but has many good ideas ; and tho’ 
loudly declaims against the follies of 1 
day, would scorn to injure any one, 

If our desultory conversation shot 
suit your paper, I may continue it, | 
not, farewell, 





Selections from the Fathers, 

Saint Chrysologue gives a fine tu, 
to the words of the prodigal Son, + 
will arise and go to my Father.” [4 
who said this, confessed his fall by si 
was sensible of his unhappiness. * 
will arise and go to my Father.” B» 
what reason had he to hope he show 
be received with welcome ?—Whis.o 
ly ; God was his father! he pro 
gal had ‘o, feited all the privileges of 
son; but the Almighty had lost none 
the goodness, none of the affection o 


father.” 


The Omnipotence of God. 
When Egypt's host, God’s chosen tribes p 
sued, 
In crystal walls th’ admiring waters stood 
When through the dreary waste they te.\ 
their way 
The rocks relented and pour’d forth a sea. 
What limits can the Almighty goodness kno 
— seas can harden, and since rocks ¢« 
ow. 
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